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What Does the Fire Prevention Bureau Do? 

From the very beginnings of our country, destructive fires have impacted the 
development of communities and the lives of their people.  The Jamestown settlement 
in Virginia suffered devastating fires in 1608 and again in 1623.  As a response our 
country began establishing regulations to limit these destructive forces as early as 1692 
with “An Act for Building with Stone or Brick in the Town of Boston, and Preventing 
Fires.”  This act called for stone and brick construction, the enlargement of streets and 
lanes, and the presence of ladders, a cistern, a night watchman, and other protection 
devices. 

Effective fire prevention programs include all activities that reduce the incidence 
of unwanted and uncontrolled fire while also ensuring a reasonable degree of fire and 
life safety for the occupants of structures should a fire occur.  This process begins with 
performing plan reviews related to new construction, additions, renovations, and fire 
safety systems.  Pre-construction meetings are offered by Durango Fire & Rescue 
Authority in an effort to provide the developer, renter or purchaser with valuable 
information so that they are aware of the potential requirements of the development of 
a particular site and use of that site.  It is much less expensive to make changes to plans 
prior to submittal. 

 

The Planning/Community Development Departments within the City and 
County become involved as the developer, renter or purchaser submits the project 
(generally a conceptual plan).  The project is then officially submitted to the Fire 
Prevention Bureau for review.  The Fire Prevention Bureau makes comment on the 
project  including items such as fire department access, water supply, wildfire 
mitigation and any life safety systems that are required in that particular type of facility.  
Numerous other departments and organizations are involved in the process and make 
comment as well.  A final site plan is submitted towards the end of this portion of the 
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process.  Once again, it is reviewed by the Fire Prevention Bureau for compliance with 
the adopted fire code. 

Once the site plan is approved by planning and all other involved entities, the 
building construction documents are submitted to the Building Department and the 
Fire Prevention Bureau for building and fire code review.  Depending on the scope of 
the project this may be a one hour review or a multi-day review.  Comments are sent 
back to the developer, renter or purchaser and then re-submitted once the comments 
are addressed.  At this time the building permit is issued.  Life safety system plans are 
generally not submitted in conjunction with the building plan other than a note stating 
that they will be installed. 

 

Life Safety Plans such as automatic fire sprinkler systems, fire alarms, kitchen 
hood suppression systems, clean agent systems, etc. are submitted once the general 
contractor has been hired and the building permitted.  Once again, the plan review and 
permitting of each of these plans may require only one hour or many days depending 
on the complexity of the project.  Once permitted, the sub-contractor begins the 
installation. 

Fire inspections are the next involvement of the Fire Prevention Bureau.  Fire 
inspections will be performed on the facility for the life of the structure.  The purpose of 
fire inspections is to provide appropriate assistance to contactors, building owners and 
occupants with the goal of achieving compliance with applicable and adopted fire 
safety laws, codes, regulations, and standards.  Educated and informed owners and 
occupants are much more likely to maintain fire safety levels and conditions between 
formal fire safety inspections.  Upon conclusion of the inspection, building facility 
owners or managers are informed of any code violations and corrective actions to be 
taken.  All fire code violations must be documented and maintained as part of the 
building or facility records.  All identified violations must be corrected in a timely 
manner. 
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When an unwanted or uncontrolled fire does occur the fire department responds 
and takes appropriate action to extinguish the fire.  The fire will then be investigated for 
cause and origin by the Fire Prevention Bureau.  Understanding the cause and origin is 
important for the community and public education efforts as well as for identifying 
changes that need to occur in the codes that protect the community.  Historically, fire 
code changes are a direct response to fires with a loss of life or significant cost to the 
community. 

Public Education is an ongoing process of informing the public on how to 
prevent fires and what to do in the event of a fire.  Most individuals today can 
remember the fire department in their school classroom teaching them to crawl low and 
the famous “stop, drop and roll.”  Today, education extends beyond the classroom and 
into the homes and businesses.  We provide fire extinguisher training, work with the 
elderly to ensure smoke detectors are operational, train dorm staff at the college on their 
roles to prevent fire, read stories to children at the library, and provide a juvenile fire 
setter program as well as many other activities.  The public education program opens 
the door for long term relationships with our community. 
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Fire Code Plan Review Process 

Durango Fire & Rescue Authority is responsible for enforcing the adopted fire 
code(s) and referenced code(s) in the City of Durango and that portion of La Plata 
County within the Durango Fire & Rescue Authority District.  Currently the City of 
Durango and La Plata County have adopted the 2003 International Fire Code and the 
codes and standards referenced within the fire code.  The fire code plan review is 
performed for new construction and existing building expansion/renovation on all 
structures other than those governed by the residential code.  The purpose is to ensure 
that the construction is done per the fire code and the drawings are correct prior to 
construction thereby reducing on-site corrections and construction cost.   

Step 1:  Submittal includes the following documentation: 

a. Application and fee payment, 
b. Contact information for owner/developer, project manager and general 

contractor, 
c. Site Plan (location of building on site, access including manual and automatic 

gates, water lines, and electric line are some examples), and 
d. Construction Plans (building data summary, architectural drawings, 

mechanical drawings, electrical drawings, plumbing drawings, structural 
drawings).  Drawings may be in pdf format and provided on a disk. 

The above items shall be submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau at 104 Sheppard 
Drive prior to building permit issuance.  If the project does not require a building 
permit, please schedule an appointment with the Fire Prevention Bureau prior to 
construction to determine what items will be needed for a review.   

Step 2: The plans will be reviewed and returned within two weeks.   

Step 3: Corrections to the plans are required to be submitted back to the Bureau for 
acceptance prior to construction.   

Step 4: Corrections are reviewed and accepted; the plans are stamped as “final and 
accepted”.  Additional fees may be assessed if plans are not complete and correct at this 
time. 
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Fees are based on the International Code Council Building Valuation Table of 
August 2011 shown below.   Included in the fee is the fire code plan review, review of 
the corrected items identified in the fire code plan review, building inspection and one 
re-inspection.  Additional reviews and inspections are subject to additional fees.  
Additional fees may occur in situations where the original concerns identified in the 
review were not addressed or where there are large change orders.  

August 2011 ICC Building 
Valuation Table IA IB IIA IIB IIIA IIIB IV VA VB 

A-1 Assembly, theaters, with 
stage 213.26 206.02 200.72 191.95 180.03 175.03 185.14 164.60 157.61 

A-1 Assembly, theaters, without 
stage 195.09 187.85 182.55 173.78 161.91 156.91 166.97 146.48 139.49 

A-2 Assembly, nightclubs 164.78 160.08 155.65 149.42 140.29 136.53 143.89 127.27 122.52 
A-2 Assembly, restaurants, bars, 
banquet halls 163.78 159.08 153.65 148.42 138.29 135.53 142.89 125.27 121.52 

A-3 Assembly, churches 197.06 189.82 184.52 175.75 163.84 158.84 168.94 148.41 141.42 
A-3 Assembly, general, 
community halls, libraries, 
museums 

165.45 158.21 151.91 144.14 131.22 127.22 137.33 115.79 109.80 

A-4 Assembly, arenas 194.09 186.85 180.55 172.78 159.91 155.91 165.97 144.48 138.49 
B Business 166.35 160.31 154.97 147.38 133.73 128.86 141.26 117.56 112.00 
E Educational 176.39 170.31 165.24 157.71 146.90 139.05 152.20 127.81 123.47 
F-1 Factory and industrial, 
moderate hazard 98.83 94.20 88.53 85.28 76.18 72.96 81.58 62.78 59.05 

F-2 Factory and industrial, low 
hazard 97.83 93.20 88.53 84.28 76.18 71.96 80.58 62.78 58.05 

H-1 High Hazard, explosives 92.63 88.00 83.32 79.08 71.17 66.94 75.38 57.76 N.P. 
H234 High Hazard 92.63 88.00 83.32 79.08 71.17 66.94 75.38 57.76 53.03 
H-5 HPM 166.35 160.31 154.97 147.38 133.73 128.86 141.26 117.56 112.00 
I-1 Institutional, supervised 
environment 166.45 160.61 156.13 149.36 137.18 133.55 145.57 123.08 118.71 

I-2 Institutional, hospitals 279.74 273.70 268.36 260.77 246.24 N.P. 254.66 230.07 N.P. 
I-2 Institutional, nursing homes 194.86 188.82 183.48 175.89 162.52 N.P. 169.77 146.35 N.P. 
I-3 Institutional, restrained 189.53 183.49 178.15 170.56 158.15 152.28 164.45 141.98 134.42 
I-4 Institutional, day care facilities 166.45 160.61 156.13 149.36 137.18 133.55 145.57 123.08 118.71 
M Mercantile 122.74 118.04 112.61 107.38 97.91 95.15 101.85 84.88 81.13 
R-1 Residential, hotels 167.86 162.02 157.54 150.77 138.75 135.13 147.15 124.65 120.28 
R-2 Residential, multiple family 140.76 134.93 130.44 123.67 112.32 108.70 120.72 98.22 93.85 
R-3 Residential, one- and two-
family 132.48 128.87 125.59 122.47 117.59 114.66 118.59 109.86 102.91 

R-4 Residential, care/assisted 
living facilities 166.45 160.61 156.13 149.36 137.18 133.55 145.57 123.08 118.71 

S-1 Storage, moderate hazard 91.63 87.00 81.32 78.08 69.17 65.94 74.38 55.76 52.03 
S-2 Storage, low hazard 90.63 86.00 81.32 77.08 69.17 64.94 73.38 55.76 51.03 
U Utility, miscellaneous 69.66 65.79 61.57 58.14 52.18 48.79 55.35 40.81 38.65 

          *Dollar value shown is construction cost per square foot 
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Life Safety System Plan Reviews 

Life Safety System Plan Reviews include automatic fire sprinkler systems, 
standpipes, fire pumps, specialized suppression systems such as clean agents, 
commercial cooking fire suppression systems, and fire alarms.  The life safety system 
plan review is performed for new construction and existing building 
expansion/renovation of structures.  The purpose is to ensure that the construction is 
done per the fire code and National Fire Protection Association standards and that the 
drawings are correct prior to construction thereby reducing on-site inspection 
corrections.   

Step 1: Submittal includes the following documentation: 

a. Application and fee payment; 
b. Contact information for owner/developer, project manager, general 

contractor, and sub-contractor; 
c. Drawings associated with fire suppression systems (including standpipes and 

fire pumps) and fire alarms shall be designed by a current NICET III at a 
minimum; 

d. Complete set of drawings for fire suppression system includes layout, 
hydraulic calculations, and specification sheets; 

e. Complete set of drawings for fire alarm system includes layout, battery 
calculations, matrix, and specification sheets; 

f. Complete set of drawings for commercial kitchen hood suppression systems 
includes layout, temperature ratings, and specification sheets; 

The above items shall be submitted to the Fire Prevention Bureau at 104 Sheppard 
Drive.  The plans will be reviewed and returned within two weeks.   

Step 2: Any corrections to the plans are required to be submitted back to the Bureau for 
acceptance and permitting.  No construction in relation to the permitted item shall be 
done prior to permitting.   

Step 3: Permit issued 

The permit is valid for 6 months from the date of issuance.  If work is not completed 
within that time frame an extension can be requested for up to 6 months (a fee is 
associated with this). 
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Step 4: Inspection(s) as identified on the permit.   

Inspections must be scheduled 48 hours in advance.  If the work to be inspected is not 
complete at the time of the scheduled inspection or the work is incorrect, a re-inspection 
is required and a re-inspection fee is assessed.  The fee must be paid prior to re-
inspection scheduling at 104 Sheppard Drive. 

Step 5: As-builts provided to property owner/representative and the fire department. 

Fees are based on a flat fee plus number of sprinkler heads or devices.  The fee includes 
the plan review plus a review of the corrections, the permit, and the inspections 
identified on the permit.  Additional fees may be incurred for additional reviews and 
inspections.  
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Permits 

A variety of permits, other than life safety system permits, are issued through the fire 
department.  They include the following: 

1. Amusement Building Operations Permit (annual permit) - $100.00 

A building that is temporary, permanent or mobile that contains a device or 
system that conveys passengers or provides a walkway along, around or over a 
course in any direction as a form of amusement arranged so that the egress path 
is not readily apparent due to visual or audio distractions or an intentionally 
confounded egress path, or is not readily available because of the mode of 
conveyance through the building or structure. 

 
2. Carnivals and Fairs Permit (single event permit) – $75.00 

 
3. Explosives Permit (annual permit) - $100.00 

An operational permit is required for the manufacture, storage, handling, sale or 
use of any quantity of explosive, explosive material, fireworks, or pyrotechnic 
special effects within the scope of Chapter 33 of the International Fire Code. 

4. Pyrotechnic Special Events Permit (single event permit) – $400.00 

See Explosives permit explanation. 

5. Battery Systems Permit (annual permit) – $50.00 

The permit for installation of a battery system ensures the proper safety 
mechanisms, such as ventilation and spill control are installed per chapter 6 of 
the International Fire code. 
 
6. Temp. Tent/Canopy less than 1000 square feet (single event permit) – $50.00 

 
7. Temp. Tent/Canopy 1000 square feet or greater (single event permit) - 

$100.00 
8. Open Burning Permit - $0.00 

 
9. High Piled Storage Permit (operations permit) - $100.00 
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An operational permit is required to use a building or portion thereof as a 
high-piled storage area exceeding 500 square feet (46 m2) per the 
International Fire Code. 
 

10. Hazardous Materials Permit (operations Permit) - $100.00 
An operational permit is required to store, transport on site, dispense, use or 
handle hazardous materials in excess of the amounts listed in Chapter 1 of the 
International Fire code. 
 

11. Solar PVA Permit (construction Permit) - $50.00 

 

Each permit requires the submittal of an application and fee, floor and/or site plan and a 
description of the event or operation.  All permits have an expiration date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 12 of 22 
 

Fire Inspections 

The City of Durango’s and La Plata County’s adoption of the International Fire 
Code authorizes and requires the Fire Department to inspect all commercial properties 
subject to fire regulations.  A fire prevention inspection program has been developed to 
meet this requirement.  Inspections are divided into four categories: general, business 
license, liquor license, and medical marijuana licenses. 

The goal of the Fire Prevention Bureau is for all businesses, operations, 
occupancies, and events of the City of Durango and La Plata County to be safe, 
successful and in accordance with the codes.  Fire Inspections play a key part in meeting 
this goal.  All Durango Fire & Rescue Authority Fire Inspectors perform business 
inspections as well as construction inspections as required by code.   

The scope of these inspections is identifying fire hazards (i.e. electrical cords, 
combustible storage, blocked exits and hazardous conditions).  Violations are written by 
the Fire Inspector and require a re-inspection to ensure compliance with the code 
requirements.  Non-compliance may generate fees and legal action.  The fee for re-
inspection is $100.00 per re-inspection.  On occasion it may be beneficial to the business 
owner to request that inspections occur before 7:30 am or after 4:30 pm.  This can be 
accommodated but does require a payment of $38.50 per inspector per hour.  See the 
flow chart on the page 14 for additional clarification of the general inspection 
program. 

A business owner or developer may request a modification or variance waiver 
for a particular non-compliant scenario.  An application form for this can be found in 
Appendix B.  The applicant shall complete the application and submit it to the Fire 
Prevention Bureau.  The inspector involved in the inspection shall submit their 
comments on the form and then submit the completed application to the Fire Marshal 
for review.  The Fire Marshal may grant or deny such request.  If the business owner or 
developer would like to pursue this to the next level, both the City of Durango and La 
Plata County have a Board of Appeals to address these issues.  Contact the City or 
County for fees and process. 
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 Business Licenses are initiated at the Office of the City Clerk.  A copy of the 
application is submitted to the fire department.  The fire department will contact the 
applicant upon reception of the application to schedule the inspection.  The applicant 
shall pay the fire department fee for the business license inspection prior to the 
inspection.  The fee shall be paid at 104 Sheppard Drive.  At this point, the inspection 
process shall proceed as shown in the flow chart on the page 14.  Business license sign 
off requires correction of all violations identified during the inspections.  On occasion 
the business license inspection will identify changes to the building or addition of 
processes that previously were not reviewed for code compliance.  This may or may not 
require a fire code plan review. 

 Liquor Licenses are initiated at the Office of the City Clerk.  A copy of the 
application is submitted to the fire department.  The fire department will contact the 
applicant upon reception of the application to schedule the inspection.  The applicant 
shall pay the fire department fee for the business license inspection prior to the 
inspection.  The fee shall be paid at 104 Sheppard Drive.  At this point, the inspection 
process shall proceed as shown in the flow chart on the following page. 

 Medical Marijuana Dispensary and Grow Licenses require annual inspections.  
The fire department annual fee for these licenses must be paid prior to inspection.  Once 
paid, the fire department will schedule the inspection.  Sign off on the annual license 
requires corrections to all violations identified in the inspection.  

 General/regular inspections are performed according to the flow chart shown 
on page 14. 

All of the Fire Inspectors are certified through the International Code Council 
and take continuing education classes to maintain their skill level and certification.  For 
any questions regarding the inspection program or violations, please contact us (970) 
382-6000 and ask for the Fire Prevention Bureau. 



Page 14 of 22 
 

 Initial Fire Inspection 

Re-Inspection No. 1 

Compliant 
Non-compliant 

Attempting to correct No effort to 
comply 

Re-Inspection 
No. 2 (FEE) 

Schedule established 
w/Fire Marshal 

Delayed: due to contractor or 
ordering problems 

Fee for each 
subsequent 
inspection 

Re-inspection No. 2, 
No fee 

Compliant Re-inspection  
No. 3, (FEE) 

Re-inspection No. 2 

Compliant Non-compliant  

Re-inspection No. . 
3 (FEE) 

Fire Inspection Referred to Fire 
Marshal for Code Enforcement 

Re-Inspection No. 4 
(Fee) 
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False and Nuisance Alarms 

For the purpose of this document, the following definitions shall apply: 

1. False Alarm shall consist of an automatic alarm system malfunction that for 
any reason calls the Central Alarm company that monitors the alarm system 
and which dispatches Authority personnel or equipment when it has failed to 
contact the responsible party; 

2. Nuisance Alarm are alarms in which the Authority is requested to respond 
by a central security alarm company when no emergency exists.  Examples 
include, but are not limited to cooking, demolition, bug bombs, and internal 
activation; 

3. Responsible Party shall mean the individual, corporation, limited liability 
company, partnership or any other legal entity who is responsible for the 
operation or maintenance of an automatic alarm system. 

For each false or nuisance alarm occurring within a calendar year, beginning January 1 
through December 31, the following schedule of fees is enforced: 

a. For the first two false/nuisance alarms   Written Warning 
b. For the 3rd false/nuisance alarm     $200.00 
c. For the 4th false/nuisance alarm     $300.00 
d. For the 5th false/nuisance alarm     $500.00 
e. For each additional false/nuisance alarm thereafter   $500.00 

Fees shall accrue interest at the rate of 18% per annum, which shall be charged for all 
penalties which are not paid within 30 days.  The fees and accruing interest shall 
constitute a perpetual lien on and against the property served and may be foreclosed in 
the manner provided by the laws of the State of Colorado for foreclosure of mortgages. 

The responsible party or their representative shall repair the automatic alarm 
system following any written warning.  The responsible party or their representative 
shall notify the Authority and the Authority may inspect the system for the purpose of 
satisfying the Authority’s interests only.  The Authority assumes no obligation to 
inform the responsible party of any inspection results and shall incur no liability as a 
result of its inspection or decision not to inspect any automatic alarm system.  The 
Durango Fire & Rescue Authority, when responding to any alarm within the 
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Authority’s District, shall not reset any alarm system unless there is no responsible 
party available to reset the alarm. 
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Public Education 

Durango Fire & Rescue Authority offers various education programs such as: 

• Fire Extinguisher Training 
Durango Fire & Rescue Authority offers fire extinguisher training 
to our community.  The training includes classroom and hands-on 
activities.  The training is scheduled by contacting the Public 
Education Coordinator, Greg Childress at 970-382-6000.  The fee for 
the training is $50.00 for twenty or fewer students and $50.00 for 
every additional 20 students. 
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Fire Investigation 

Durango Fire & Rescue Authority performs cause and origin fire investigations to 
identify the causes of fires within our community.  Upon completion of the 
investigation, reports are generated that are available upon written request.    Fees for 
the reports are as follows: 

 Paper Reports: 

  Minimum Charge (up to 5 pages)   $10.00 

  Each Additional Page    $1.25 

  Each Photo in the Report    $1.00 

 Disks: 

  Each Disk      $10.00 

All requests for reports shall be submitted to: 

 Fire Prevention Bureau 

 Durango Fire & Rescue Authority 

 104 Sheppard Drive 

 Durango, Colorado 81303 
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FEE SCHEDULE 

Effective January 1, 2012 

Fire Code Plan Review 

 Project Valuation     Fee 

 $0.00 - $500.00     $35.00 

 $501 - $2000.00     $50.00 

 $2001 - $25,000     $75.00 

 $25,001 - $50,000     $150.00 

 $50,001 - $100,000     $300.00 

 $100,001 - $500,000     $500.00 

 $500,001 - $1,000,000    $750.00 

 $1,000,001 and up     $1000.00 

 3rd Review Fee    25% of Original Fee 

 Change Order     $25.00 

*Project Valuation is based on the International Code Council Valuation Table 

** Fee includes Plan Review, Corrected Plan Review and Required Inspections 

 

Life Safety System Plan Review     Fee 

 NFPA 13D/Combination System < 3600 Sq. Ft.  $100.00 

 NFPA 13D/Combination System 3600 to 6000 Sq. Ft. $200.00 

 NFPA 13D/Combination System 6001 or > Sq. Ft. $300.00 

 NFPA 13/13R Sprinkler System    $250.00 

  Plus $2.00 per Sprinkler Head 
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 NFPA 13/13R Sprinkler System Small Project  $50.00 

  Plus $2.00 per Sprinkler Head Added, Deleted or Relocated 

(Small Project – less than 20 head remodel as defined by the State of Colorado) 

 NFPA 14 Standpipes     $200.00 

 NFPA 20 Fire pumps for NFPA 13/13R Systems $200.00 

 Commercial Cooking Fire Suppression System  $200.00 

 Other Fire Suppression System (i.e. clean agent) $250.00 

 NFPA 72 Fire Alarm (new)     $200.00  

  Plus $2.00 per device 

 NFPA 72 Fire Alarm (remodels/additions)  $100.00 

  Plus $2.00 per Device Added, Deleted, or Relocated 

 *Fee includes Plan Review, Corrected Plans Review and Required Inspections 

Expeditious Fee 

 < 6000 Sq. Ft.       $300.00 

 6000 Sq. Ft and >      $600.00 

 

Required State Inspections 

Assisted Living Facility/Nursing Homes  $38.50 per hour per inspector 

Daycare/Childcare     $38.50 per hour per inspector 

 

Operational Permits 

Amusement Buildings Operational Permit  $100.00 Annual 

Carnivals and Fairs Operational Permit   $75.00 per Event 
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Explosives Operational Permit    $100.00 Annual 

Open Burning Permit     $0.00  

Pyrotechnic Special Effects Operational Permit  $400.00 per Event 

Battery Systems Operational Permit   $50.00 Annual 

Temporary Tent/Canopy 200/400 to 1000 Sq. Ft. Permit   

$50.00 per Event 

Temporary Tent/Canopy 1000 Sq. Ft. or > Permit $100.00 per Event 

High Piled Storage Operations Permit   $100.00 Annual 

Hazardous Materials Operations Permit   $100.00 Annual 

 

Construction Permits 

Solar Construction Permit     $50.00 Construction 

 

Inspection Fees 

 Re-Inspection Fee      $100.00 

 After Hour Inspection Fee    $60.00 per Hour per Inspector 

 Business License Inspection Fee   $35.00 

 Liquor License Inspection Fee   $35.00 

 Medical Marijuana License Fee   $35.00 

 Re-Issuance/Calculate Occupancy Load Signs  $35.00 

 

Public Education Fees 
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Fireworks Cost based on manpower and 
equipment needs 

Fire Extinguisher Training (20 or less students) $50.00 

Fire Extinguisher Training (Each addtnl 20 students) $50.00 

 

Fire Investigation Fees 

Paper Reports: 

  Minimum Charge (up to 5 pages)   $10.00 

  Each Additional Page    $1.25 

  Each Photo in the Report    $1.00 

 Disks: 

  Each Disk      $10.00 

 

False and Nuisance Alarms 

 False/Nuisance Alarm (first two)    $0.00 

 False/Nuisance Alarm (3rd Alarm)    $200.00 

 False/Nuisance Alarm (4th Alarm)    $300.00 

 False/Nuisance Alarm (5th or more Alarm)  $500.00 

 

 

 


